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Major wind center may come to Mesalands

® Feasibility study will
determine fate of project.

By Tova Fruchtman
CHAY COLUNTY SUM

There has been a whirlwand of activity at
Mesalands Commumnity College recently.
The stir is aboet a proposed projgect called
the Mesalands Wind Center.

The plans for the wind center are 1o cre
abe a hands-on beaming facility o irain siw
dents and workers from Quey Cousty and
around the country how fo operate a wind
farm.

The center would also be used 1o educare
the public on the value of wnlizing wind
power.  Philip  Bamry,  president of
Mesalands: Pete Kampler, director of

Tuwcumcari  Economic  Development
Corporation;, and David Griscomb, of the
stute orgonization Regional Developmend
Corporation are traveling v Washington,
L, et week o miget with ULS. Senstors
Pete Domenici and Jeff Bingaman, and
L5, Fepresentative Tom Udall to discuss
the projgact.

Though the Wind Center = sull in ils
plirnmg slages, the propect — limst intm-
cloced by renmed Tucumcan ieacher Robert
Lumpkin — i beginnimgg W gaim support
froen many different groups,

Lumpkin first beaned abour wind power
when his dasghier convinced him 1o anend
A sermingr on wind energy in Albguengue

Lumpkin ook what he leamed about
winaf energy back with him o Tucumean.

He went w Barrv st Mesalands
Community College wath an ides 1o creale

an educational center with a single rbine
where visitors could bearn abour wind ener-
&y

The energy the wrbine produced could
wlso help power the college.

When other greanieations caught sand
al the e they wanted o be involved and
the proect gquickly expanded.

"It makes vou feal pood when everyone
receives it well,” Lumpkin sad. "Evervone
wie v Lulked 10 has Tel siroagly abaowt i’

Soon Barry was meeting with the MNew
Mexico Secretary of Energy, Minerals and
Natral Respurces, and the Secretary of
Economic Development discussing wha
they suggested might someday become the
North American Wind Censer. The facility
wioalld be the ceniral place in the counmiry 10
shudy wind as a renewable energy resource,
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“In terms of developing a wind
mdustrial training  facility we
thaink there is o lot of pobential
here,” said Secretary of Encrgy,
Minerals, und Matwral Resources
Josme Prukop.

Bu Barry saidd Tucumicarn resi-
dents shouldn't el exciled Boo
aon, The next slepoh the process
is 1o secure funding for a feasibil-
ity study o find ow if indusiry
executives are  interested i have
ing a centralized wind project
all.

Mew Mexico Senator Brian
Moo added funding for this pro-
et on the skie’s capita] outlay
plan,

"I've been really excited abour
this,” Moore said.

Secretary Prukop  said she

et lgee sowmie o heer staff h::lp_
and Kamplier said the Tecumeari
Economic Development coopera-
tion would help oo,

Kampler said the snsdy would
als be wsed o find o what kind
of economic impact this project
could have on the city ol
Tucumean. .

Ewen af the feasibality project
for the lurger training cemer dies-
n't come through, Bamy said he
wardls b po back 1o Lumpkin’s’
l_uu_.;irl:l.l e — an educational
I:u'llll:. wth o mrtine

"The minimem we're going e
get out of this is going 1w be a
oo thing.” Lumipkin said,

Al this pomnt, however, every-
thirig 1= shill up in the air, but the
answers are bhowing i the wind.
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